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Attack on Hap Tss-tung in North
Vietnamess party Journal

1. 7The Vietnas Rorzerz Pavty {VdP} has taken an uanpre~
cedantod stay by issuing an obligwe, but nevertheless unmiztak-—
able, attack on Mo ¥ee~tunyg. The atiack case in the form of
an article by Hong Chuong, deputy aditor of the party journal,
Hog Tap and published in the May issua,

2. OUstasasibly a peean to Ho Chi #inh on his 77th birth-
day, Chuong's azticle instead addressed {n dastail the WP
attitade toward Coumunist lsaders sud the proper meihod of
aexesroising leadershiy within a Communist Farty, It contrasted
the attitede of do and the VWP, who follow the corrasat zoad of
“sollective lesdership,” with the sttitude of an unnased “cer-
tain leader,”™ who "asts in acoordance with his sabisctive
wishes™ while {gnoring party oouncils.

3. tThe axticle left no doubt =8 to the target of ita
attack by assarting that "¢ lsader of the working <lass does
not separate tha working wlass from its vangusrd, the Communist
Party,” a polnt repaatadly strossed by the USSR in its attacks
on China and an unsdgtakable zefersnce to Mao's oreation and
uss of the "Red Guerdn® ap & weapos against the regular parky
apparstus. In enother awipoe at Neo, Chuong osbearved that al-
though the Vietnamese Party “respecks and loves® Ho Chi Minmh,
*we do not dedfy him, " becavas "dedification of & laader will
lovay tha role of the massez of people and sven thes leader
himsalf.” Heo ie the coly current Communist Party leader
clearly identified with “delfication.”

4, Chuony aleo lashed out ak tha practics of lsaders
*who ignore otllective leadoxship,” evguing that only by obeying
the "grouy of the party's leadexship orgen,” {(the politburo)
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csn "one-sided and erronecous decisions be preventad.® This

is undoubtedly meant tO be teken as a referencs to Hao's suto~
cratic treatment of his polithuro and central committea--whinh
have baen subjsoted to a purge of Stalimist proportions during
tihe past year.

%« The implications of this Borth Vietnawese personal

aspaulit on Hae for Sino~DRV relations aze enoymwous. It should

ba noted, hovevar, that one axticle-~it is the first and thus
far only such aktack by Hasnol on Mao~-doss not necessarily
censtitute a campaign. #e will have to wait and soe whether
this theme is picked up again by North Vietaamese publications
before we can be sure that the VAP has decided to plecs itsslf
in permenent and public opposition to Hao. rukthermore, it is
imppriant to keop in mind that Nanol somstimes uses Bog Tap
for discussion of politics gtill under debate. '

4. It seems unlikely, howaver, that on & matbtar of such
geeat lmport as relstions with Mao the party politburo wiieh
iuns Hoo Tap would publleh such an article unless it had fully
considered the possidle repercuasions. The North Vietnamgse
ieadars know Mao a8 well as any outsidexe and undoubtedly
realized that even an indirsct sttack on Muo might vary well
igis out eny real cooperation with Peking 88 long as Hao runs
“hine.

7. Thus far, hovever, all available evidence points o

continued Chinese military, sconcmic, ané propaganda support

recent days. It is possible that Paking has decided to over-
look the Hong Chuong article and thus avoid a new grovocation
which might do further damags to Lits pomition in Hanoi.

€. The question remains as to why the Hovth Vietnaucse
chose this wime to assail Mec., Thers has bean some fristion
in Simo-DRV relatlons for over two years as Hanoli has sought
further help, both militarily and poiitically, from sSoscow

-
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in its wayr for control of South Vietnas. From time to time
Poking has intarfered with Soviet military aid shipments ko the
DRV and has acrisoniously opposad any move by Hanol in tie
diplomatic field to explore and exploit nagotiations as a sactic
agazinst the UB. It is possible that ths attack on Mao 1is the
result of the avousulation of Korth Vistnamesse iagatieﬁff ox

some new and more egreglous piece of Chinese arrogance. 25X/

0. %he Borth Vietnamese party leadersihly has yecantly
denonstrated sose COncern over possible adversie effects on the
vietnam Workerse Party as a result of the axcvesses of the Cul-
tural favolution in Chins. The Hanoi leadershlp is worried
pecavse & large number of Visknamese Communiets, including sose
at high levela, have tgaditionally looked to Mac Tse-tung for
guidanca in the theorxatical field as well as in certain prac-
tical aress. No doubt sonsiderable confusion axists within
the Vietnamese arty over avents lin Calna.

11. BSevezal recent awthoritative proncuncements-—-a Spoach
by party firet secretaxy Le Duan and saveral articles in dHoe
Tap--claarly reflect Hanol’s particulay concern over Hao's
trorthodox practice of establishing °Bad Guasrds”™ to attack tae
regular party apparatus and leadership. %he Hay iasue of Hoo
g§% which oarzies the Beny Chuohy article, also carried an
ealtoriel which erguad forcefully that the Vietnam Workexs
Party remains devotad to the orthodox Harmist-Leninist concept
thet the working class and its party-~the Communist Party--
must play the leading role im all “revolutionary struggdes,”
wiiether tihe main task of the party is to wage a war of libera-
tion or to builé Compwmnism in an already "linerated® country,.
The Soviats have charged that Mac iguores the role of the
working class sad that he relies instead on the army and peasants,
In Vistnam, the Hoc Tap editorial declared, "no othexr ¢lass
and no other party” oan “lesad all oux people to victory.”

This copstitutas a clear admonition to all party members that
80 "Red cuards® type sovaement will pe tolerated in Vietnaa.

12. A spesch by Le Duan, given last December Lut only
prosdoast by Hanol on 30 April, Rhwumered home the same theme
as Hop Tap. In his lengtiy and rather pedantic faghion, L= Duan
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sxplained to & conference of trade union officials the party's
position on the leaading role of the working clase. ILe Dusn
inslsted that it is "absolatély indispensable” that the *leader-
ship of the working lass” be gonfirmed. He further asserted
that the iine of the Vietnawmese revolution is "the political
line ol the working class sad not of any other class.”

13. It is clear from these statuesents that the Norih
Vietnamess lesdership is act only disturbed over the posaible
implications fox thelr own party of the azcesses in China baut
that they are now 3o anonoyed by Mao's pretensions to have
crsatéd a new and universally spplicable theory of revelution
that they are willing teo engage in coriticism of the Chinesas.

l4. Whiitever the reason for the Chuong article, it is
clear that it constitutes an indirect indication that Zmnol
would not look adversaely on the removal of Mao from power.
The srticle stated that “if & leader comunits errers, yet re-
fusas to coryect them, and imsistently maintaing them, he
cannot Bedp his leadexship rxole forever.,® A measure of juet
how satraordinarcy this particular statement is can be gained
by considerxing that even in the 19§3-1964 period when the Wip
was scholng Peking®s attacks on the *modern revisionist®
leadership of Kaxushohev, the Horth Vietnamess 4id not epenly
suggast that they would #pmrove of his rempval from office.

e
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